CHAPTER I

THE HEROIC ERA OF ANTARCTIC EXPLORATION

AN important resolution was passed at the International
Geographical Congress of 1904 affirming the desirability
of following up the work of the Antarctic expeditions that
had recently returned.   Dr. H. R. Mill, the next year, recorded
the undoubted fact that there was then no prospect of the pious
opinion being translated into action; and this outlook remained
unchanged during 1906, when no one dreamed that we were on
the threshold of the most intensive period of Antarctic exploration
on record.
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SYNCHRONISM OF EXPEDITIONS DURING THE HEROIC ERA
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In the seven years from 1907 to the European War eight expe-
ditions sailed for Antarctica and four of them were British: two
were Shackleton's, one was Mawson's and the fourth was Scott's
last expedition. Of the other four, France, Germany, Norway and
Japan each sent out one expedition. A large amount of valuable
work was accomplished by these ventures, for the most part under
difficult conditions. The footsteps of the British explorers were
continually dogged by disaster and some of them purchased their
discoveries with their lives. As a small tribute to these gallant
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